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WEST NOTTINGHAM TOWNSHIP 

Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, September 24, 2019 
 

Chair Tiffany Bell called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The pledge of allegiance was followed by a 

moment of silence.   

 

The following were in attendance:  Tiffany Bell, William Winand, Candace Miller, Charice Russell, 

Robert Russell, Don Armstrong, and Henry Whitesel.   

 

Mrs. Bell moved to recess the regular meeting and open the public hearing for the Herr Foods, Inc. 

Agricultural Security Area Applications.  Mr. Winand seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

AGRICULTURAL SECURITY AREA PUBLIC HEARING 
 

Mrs. Bell announced that the hearing was being held to accept public comment regarding the Agricultural 

Security Area (ASA) applications submitted by Herr Foods, Inc.  She continued by stating the following: 

 

1. The applications received by Herr Foods, Inc. have been available for public inspection since 

they were received on April 9 and June 3. 

2. The applications and hearing were advertised properly with required notices posted at the 

municipal building and on the properties in accordance with Act 43. 

3. Applications were reviewed by the Township Planning Commission, Agricultural Security Area 

Committee and the Chester County Planning Commission. 

a. The Township Planning Commission recommended modifying the ASA to include the 

parcels listed on both applications; 

b. The Township ASA Committee recommended modifying the ASA to include the parcels 

listed on both applications 

c. The Chester County Planning Committee found that the properties on both applications 

are consistent with the criteria of Act 43. 

 

Mrs. Bell asked for public comment.  Mr. Whitesel of 609 Lees Bridge Road asked where the parcels 

were located.  Mrs. Miller showed him the location on the zoning map. 

 

Mrs. Bell moved to close the public hearing and reopen the public meeting at 7:06 p.m.  Mr. Winand 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

AGENDA COMMENTS  

 

Mrs. Miller requested to discuss a request from the Road Master about cutting edges for the snow plows, 

as well as a request from the Police for new tires.  Mrs. Bell wanted to give an update on the Stormwater 

Summit.  Mr. Winand said he wanted to give an update on the Medic 94 Funding meeting. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 

Oxford Area Recreation Authority (OARA):  Mrs. Miller reported that the OARA recently completed 

work on the “switchback” part of the walking trail; a grant from the Dockstader foundation in the 
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amount of $5,500 paid for most of the work.  In the coming months, the board will consider applying for 

a PECO grant to do the rest of the trail.  The Haunted Park & Hayride is October 11-12.  The funds 

raised from this event will be put in an account to fund future recreation.  She asked the Supervisors to 

consider sponsoring the event; so far, we have commitments from Landhope ($500); Armstrong, Herr 

foods, Spartan Fireworks ($250); and A Helping Hand Cleaning Service ($100). 

 

Oxford Area Sewer Authority (OASA):  Mrs. Miller informed the Supervisors that Delcora and Aqua 

came to an agreement and will move forward with a merger, so it is business as usual with the OASA.  

A letter will be sent to the municipalities informing the municipalities of the USDA’s requirement to 

have the past due debt paid in full by June 30 of next year.  The intent of the OASA board is to send a 

letter which fully meets the requirements of the guarantee agreement and requesting the municipalities 

to pay their portion of the debt service.  The OASA Board had discussion about applying for a grant to 

decommission the Grant Street pump station.  The decision will be made before the December deadline.  

The proposed budget was amended and approved at the last meeting.  There will be a 4% rate increase 

effective October 1.  Mrs. Miller added that the Executive Director shared some information on rates 

with the Board; the graph showed that the OASA rates are still lower than systems of similar size owned 

by Aqua and PA American. 

 

Mrs. Bell announced that committee reports are available upon request. 

 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

 

Minutes from the August 27, 2019 Supervisors Meeting:  Mr. Winand moved to approve the minutes 

from the August 27, 2019 supervisors meeting.  Mrs. Miller seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSIONS AND INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS 

 

There was an executive session held to discuss a legal matter. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

There was no old business. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

PSATS Election of Trustees Ballots:  Mrs. Bell moved to elect Michael Keller for the PSATS 

Unemployment Compensation Group Trust, PA Townships Health Insurance Cooperative Trust, and PA 

Municipalities Pension Trust, and to authorize the Secretary to sign and date the ballots.  Mr. Winand 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

PSATS Pension – 10-year Amortization Method Option:  Mrs. Miller reported that the minimum 

required contribution under Act 205 has decreased from $20,223 for the 2017 valuation to $18,569.  

This decrease is primarily due to the termination of an employee reducing normal cost by roughly 

$41,000.  The cost drop was partially offset by an update to the mortality assumption and lower than 

expected asset return in the last year.  Act 205 allows for an alternative 10-year amortization of 

unfunded accrued liability.  Use of this amortization method would reduce the Township’s MMO by just 

over $6800 in 2020 and by over $4000 in 2021.  Section 202(b)(4) of Act 205 must be adopted by plan 
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resolution to utilize this alternate methodology.  The plan’s fund ratio has increased slightly from 85.5% 

to 90.4%.  the Township’s distress score, based on this individual plan, improves from level 1 to level 0 

since the prior valuation.  No mandatory remedies under Act 44 will apply during the current 2-year 

valuation cycle.  Mrs. Miller asked if the Supervisors wanted to take the one-time reduction.  There was 

some discussion on the distress level of the township and the challenges the state faces in funding 

pension plans.  Mrs. Bell brought up future MS4 funding and said the township is going to have to 

budget for this in the future; the savings might be helpful.  Mrs. Miller said that only one fulltime 

employee is enrolled in the traditional pension plan; there is currently one retired employee drawing on 

the pension.  The current employee and one other former employee are also covered by this pension 

plan.  Any new full-time employees are covered under our new retirement plan.  Mr. Winand asked 

about what would happen if we reached a distress level 2.  Mrs. Miller said the state has mandatory 

remedies that the township would have to adopt.  That might include adjusting the way the funds are 

invested or the township having to pay more money into the pension plan.  Mrs. Bell wanted to know if 

there would be an option in the future to reduce the payment.  Mrs. Miller said she didn’t know; from 

the letter that PSATS sent, it looks like the township would have to wait 10 years.  Mrs. Bell pointed out 

that the township could always contribute more.  After further discussion, Mrs. Miller moved to table 

the matter until the next meeting.  Mr. Winand seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

PA Act 15 (2018) Amendment to Chester County Act 167 Stormwater Plan Model Ordinance:  

There was some discussion about the ordinance and when it would have to be adopted by the Township. 

Mrs. Bell said the required update would need to be to PADEP by 2022.  She said the Planning 

Commission had concerns about Act 15.  Mrs. Russell said she thought there were some discrepancies 

within the language as well as some contradictions.  Mrs. Bell said that the former Alternate Township 

Engineer asked about changing some of the language in the ordinance.  Because it has been passed by 

the State, the Township would have to assume the risk and liability for the differences.  She thought 

maybe we could do these updates with our other ordinances.  The County wants to have it to PADEP a 

year before it is due, with the draft done in 2020 and the final done in 2021.  She suggested asking the 

Township Solicitor what her thoughts are on waiting to do the update or if we need to do this now.  Mrs. 

Bell said that all municipalities are required to exempt high tunnels whether or not they have any; it 

appears that it is a one size fits all ordinance.  Mrs. Bell moved to send the ordinance to the Township 

Solicitor and ask if we have to amend the ordinance now or if we can wait for the other updates before 

adopting.  Mrs. Miller seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  

 

OARA Budget Request:  The OARA has submitted a draft maintenance budget for 2020.  They have 

requested the Supervisors to review and provide comments if necessary.  The final budget will be 

adopted before the end of the year.  They are asking for $1 per capita; the amount the township provides 

will be discussed during the budget workshops.  Mrs. Miller pointed out that the OARA will be using 

some of their fund balance ($6800) to fund the estimated maintenance costs in 2020.  At some point in 

time the fund balance will run out, and it is anticipated that the OARA will need to ask for more funds to 

maintain the park in the future.  Mr. Winand asked about the “land rents” and if that was from the rental 

of the ball fields.  Mrs. Miller explained that there were 2 undeveloped parcels being rented to a farmer; 

that line item is specifically for those payments.  Mrs. Bell asked if the Articles of Incorporation (AOI) 

would need to be amended to request more money.  Mrs. Miller said the AOI has a schedule regulating 

when and by how much the rate can be increased.  She went on to say they are doing their best to keep 

the pavilion and ball fields rented.  They have implemented special prices for organized sports teams to 

be competitive with the school district’s facilities.  She said the OARA Board does everything possible 

to try to save money.  There is an Eagle Scout who is restoring the bridge on Oaks Road.  This is a huge 
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savings to the park.  Mrs. Miller said that Lower Oxford Township commented on the budget; they 

wanted the OARA board to consider permanent bathrooms because the cost of port-a-potties seemed 

high. She said it was a little bit higher be case after the bridge is finished, we may need to put one 

sanitary unit in the Oaks Road park for visitors. There was some discussion about sponsoring the 

Haunted Park & Hayride.  Mrs. Bell moved to sponsor the Haunted Park event at the $250 level.  Mr. 

Winand seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

2004 Sterling Truck:  Mrs. Miller reported that the Road Master asked if the Supervisors would 

consider purchasing a truck that Lower Oxford Township is selling.  It’s a 2004 Sterling (Ford) with 

44,000 miles.  Lower Oxford Township wants $35,000 and that includes the truck, plow and spreader.  

The Road Master says they have an equipment replacement schedule and they take very good care of 

their equipment (regular maintenance, etc.).   Mrs. Bell wanted to know what truck this would replace.  

Mrs. Miller said she thinks he wanted to add it to the inventory.  Mrs. Bell said she would like to know a 

little more about the need and how he is planning to use it; she also wanted to know where we would 

keep it.  Mrs. Miller suggested one of the Supervisors go to Lower Oxford Township with the Road 

Master to look at it and ask questions about the service records, etc.  Mr. Winand said he would get in 

touch with the Road Master. 

 

Cutting Edge:  Mrs. Miller said the township goes through about 3 cutting edges on each plow per year.  

The Road Master was going to get quotes for a cutting edge that is supposed to last at least 3 times 

longer than the standard cutting edge.  She didn’t have the information at the time of the meeting but 

would forward it to the Supervisors as soon as she got it for consideration at the next meeting. 

 

Tire for Police Car:  One of the police cars had some work done and the mechanic noted that it needed 

tires before the next annual inspection.  Officer Bolt did some research and the township can get the tires 

through the COSTARS purchasing program at a place in Delaware.  He was just looking for approval to 

order them.  Mrs. Bell said if there was no objection, he could go ahead and submit a purchase order for 

authorization to purchase the tires. 
 

Resolution 8-2019, Approval of the Herr Foods, Inc. Applications to the Agricultural Security 

Area:  Mrs. Bell moved to adopt Resolution 8-2019 approving the applications of Herr Foods, Inc. to 

add three parcels of land totaling 390.3 acres to the township’s agricultural security area.  Mrs. Miller 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

Volunteer Fire Relief Association Payment:  Mrs. Miller moved to accept the Volunteer Fire Relief 

Association payment of $16,592.78 to the General Fund and approve the pass-through payment to the 

Union Fire Company No. 1 Relief Association.  Mr. Winand seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 
Pension System State Aid:  Mrs. Bell  moved to accept the General Municipal Pension System State Aid 

payment in the amount of $5,120.49 deposited to the General Fund on September 18, approve the pass-through 

payment to PSATS Trustees Insurance Fund to satisfy part of the 2019 Municipal Minimum Obligation (MMO), 

and to pay the township’s portion of the MMO from the General Fund in the amount of $10,649.51 (total Pension 

payment $15,770.00.  Mr. Winand seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
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Budget Workshops:  The Supervisors set the dates for the budget workshops as follows:  October 8 and 

22 at 6:00 p.m.; November 1 at 7:30 a.m.;  November 12 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Stormwater Summit Report:  Mrs. Bell reported that she will be working with Corey Trego to set up a 

stormwater meeting similar to the one we hosted about 6 years ago at Herr’s Visitor Center.  The County 

is reporting that we have a 90-day deficit for ground water due the dry conditions.  Also, some of the 

issues causing water problems include chloride, nitrates, and farming.  There has been a 900% increase 

in chloride due to using it for winter maintenance on the roadways.  Ron Ragan told Mrs. Bell that 

another municipality paid $250,000 for its MS4 plan.  He also said they are changing the definition of a 

conveyance to include roads. 

 

Medic 94 Funding:  Mr. Winand presented the 2 different funding formulas to fund Medic 94.  One was 

based on the funding model used by West Grove Fire Company (1/3 each - population, millage request, 

and CAD incident).  The other removed the millage element because some municipalities have 

properties which have a greater value.  The second model is based solely on population and CAD 

incidents.  The township would pay $15,651 with the 1/3 model and $16,920 with the 1/2 model.  Mrs. 

Bell noted that Medic 94 is the life saving unit.  Mr. Winand noted that no decision has been made yet.  

Another meeting will be held in November.  Mrs. Bell said she thought it made sense to support the 1/3 

funding model; she noted that it is the same model used by the Ambulance Division. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 
Bank Statements:  Mrs. Bell moved to accept the bank statements for the period ending August 31, 2019 and 

give them to the Secretary/Treasurer for reconciliation.  Mr. Winand seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

General Fund Bills List:  Mrs. Bell moved to approve the General Fund bills list for the period to 

August 28 to September 24, 2019, subject to audit.  Mr. Winand seconded the motion.  Mrs. Bell and 

Mr. Winand voted in favor of the motion.  Mrs. Miller recused herself from voting because there was a 

reimbursement check for her in the bills list.  Motion carried. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The township has several positions open for volunteers who are interested in serving their community.  

The first is a representative for the Oxford Area Recreation Authority Board, which meets on the 3rd 

Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at Lower Oxford Township.  The second is a Recycling 

Coordinator; this person would be responsible for submitting the recycling grants to the State each year.  

Anyone interested should contact the township. 

 

The zoning variance hearing for Jerome Irving has been continued to Wednesday, October 9 at 7:00 

p.m. at the request of the applicant.  Mr. Irving and his attorney will be at the October 1 Planning 

Commission meeting to explain the process and answer questions. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Mrs. Miller said that Sue Walker from Representative Chrissy Houlahan’s office will be at the October 8 

meeting. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

Mrs. Bell moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m.  Mr. Winand seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Candace Miller 

Secretary/Treasurer 


