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WEST NOTTINGHAM TOWNSHIP 

Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, June 11, 2019 
 

Chair Tiffany Bell called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The pledge of allegiance was followed by a 

moment of silence.   

 

The following were in attendance:  Tiffany Bell, William Winand, Candace Miller, Don Armstrong, 

Carey Bressler (Oxford Public Library), David Busch (OASA Executive Director), Antonio Pedulla, 

John Reynolds, Jr., and David Ross.   

 

SPECIAL GUEST 

 

Mr. David Busch, Executive Director of the Oxford Area Sewer Authority, attended the meeting to 

answer questions regarding the Asset Purchase Agreement with Delcora.  Mr. Busch said the agreement 

was drafted as fair as possible, to benefit current and future rate payers.  He asked the Board if there 

were specific questions they wanted him to address.  Mr. Winand asked about a moratorium on rate 

increases.  Mr. Busch said there would be a 3-year rate freeze once; that would be a total of a 5-year 

freeze on rates, because the OASA has not raised rates in 2-years.  Mrs. Bell asked about the purchase 

price.  Mr. Busch said that Delcora would pay off the past due debt, which a little more than $1.2M and 

then they will assume the loan.  The obligation of the member municipalities will be released, and they 

will no longer be responsible for any unpaid debt.  He noted that the OASA has been able to pay all the 

current bills and still make the payment to the USDA on time.  He said that they just don’t generate 

enough money to pay the past due debt.  Mrs. Bell asked about the date in the due diligence section of 

the agreement; she noted that the date had past.  Mr. Busch said they have not completed their due 

diligence and he expects those dates to change.  He said he thinks the settlement date will take place 

during 2019, hopefully in October.  Mrs. Bell asked about the real estate for sale.  Mr. Busch said the 

intention of the sale of the properties was to offset the back due debt.  If the properties don’t sell before 

settlement with Delcora, then they will become the property of Delcora, with any money from a future 

sale to be used for improvements of the system of the OASA only.  Mr. Busch also noted that the OASA 

is being sold as is; however, there is a provision for an escrow to be held for 6-months to cover any large 

repairs.  Mrs. Bell asked how long the OASA would have to stay “in business” after the closing.  Mr. 

Busch said the Authority will need to collect payments for the sewer bills that have been issued.  There 

will be bills that need to be paid, and liens for unpaid bills to be managed or settled.  Ideally, things will 

be settled quickly, but there is no way to tell.  Mr. Busch also discussed what could happen with the 

money that is left over from the sale.  He suggested that each municipality take whatever proceeds they 

may get and put it in a fund for future sewer service to benefit future sewer users.  It’s sewer money 

now, and it makes sense to make it sewer money for the future.  Mrs. Bell asked if the township was still 

covered under the Act 537 Plan if the sale goes through.  Mr. Busch briefly discussed the Act 537 

Special Study plan which will be attached to the agreement and basically re-states the current Act 537 

but addresses the sale of the assets.  He said all four of the municipalities will be required to adopt the 

Act 537 Special Study Plan, collectively, prior to settlement.  The special study does not change the 

number of EDUs, future lines, etc.  He said the municipality does not need to approve the agreement at 

their meeting, but he hopes the Board gives their representatives an idea of how they would like them to 

vote.  Mrs. Bell asked about sewer agreements and if they would be needed.  He said no.  Delcora has 

sewer agreements because they provide different levels of service to other municipalities which require 

it.  It won’t be necessary for our system.  Mrs. Bell asked if PA-DEP was aware of everything.  Mr. 
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Busch said they had been part of the process from the very beginning.  Mrs. Bell asked about the 

$500,000 escrow; what if there is a failure which costs more than that?  Mr. Busch said we are not 

required to pay more than that.  There have been and continue to be improvements with the system.  

Some members don’t think we should be doing anything, but we have an obligation to our rate payers 

and we need to be able to continue operating and treating sewage.  Mrs. Miller said the township 

solicitor pointed out that there were a number of attachments or addendums that weren’t included with 

the agreement.  She asked if those documents would be provided to the municipalities once the Act 537 

Special Study comes to the township.  He said everything would be included with the agreement when 

the special study comes before the municipalities for approval.  Mrs. Bell asked if the OASA was 

involved in any litigation.  Mr. Busch said the Authority is not involved in any litigation at this time.  

Mrs. Bell asked if the charges related to the OASA Study Group have been paid.  He said they had.  Mr. 

Busch said he was not looking for the Board to take any official action at tonight’s meeting.  Ideally, the 

Board would approve of the municipal representatives going to the meeting next week and agreeing to 

the agreement.  Mr. Armstrong asked about Oxford Borough’s eminent domain effort against the 

OASA.  Mr. Busch said they settled out of court for 3 parking spaces in the garage for a period of 10-

years and the replacement of a sewer line that will be under the garage.  Mrs. Bell asked about the staff.  

Mr. Busch said all full-time staff will be offered employment 60-days prior to expected settlement.  

They have 30-days to respond to Delcora to let them know their intentions.  OASA employees who 

decide not to take a job with Delcora will be laid off the day of closing.  Delcora does intend to have an 

office in town for residents who want to pay in person.  Mr. Ross said he has been grateful for Mr. 

Busch’s leadership and the clarity in which he answers questions at the meeting.  He wanted to know 

where the money come from for the escrow.  Mr. Busch said the cash receivables would go towards the 

escrow and there would be no requirement for the municipalities to provide the escrow.  Mrs. Miller 

noted that the agreement says “up to” $500,000; so, if the authority only has $200,000, then that’s what 

it will be.  Mr. Ross asked if the closing would be shortly after a billing cycle.  Mr. Busch said it would.  

Mr. Ross said that at that point, the only thing belonging to the OASA after closing would be the 

outstanding bills, and accounts receivable.  Mr. Busch said that was correct and added that there were a 

few “carve outs” like the billing system, cash in the bank, etc. that Delcora doesn’t want.  Mr. Ross 

asked if the Board would still meet periodically, but there would be some money available to cover legal 

and consulting costs.  Mr. Busch said that was correct.  Mr. Ross asked about “moth balling” the 

authority.  Mr. Busch said it is an option and it might be worth doing because at some point in time, the 

municipalities might want to create a stormwater authority.  Mr. Ross said Delcora said they would do 

an Act 537 revision in a few years and they would pay for the revision.  They also thought that even if 

the growth in the Act 537 plan happened, Delcora expected to go to DEP and ask for an adjustment in 

the capacity because people are using less water with low-flow shower heads, toilets, etc.  Mrs. Bell 

thanked Mr. Busch for coming to the meeting and answering all the questions. 

 

AGENDA COMMENTS  

 

The following items were added to New Business:  Salt Shed, Stoneyfield Fire Hydrant Maintenance 

Contract, and Planning Commission letter regarding Agricultural Security Area additions.  Mr. Ross 

requested to discuss the ORPC progress on Stormwater.  He also wanted invited the Supervisors to a 

future Planning Commission meeting to hear John Goodall of the Brandywine Conservancy talk. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 

Oxford Area Recreation Authority (OARA):  Mrs. Miller reported that May was a good month for the 

OARA.  The Pitch Hit and Run event was attended by approximately 50 young ballplayers despite the 

weather.  The weather was great for the Kids to Park, but there were fewer attendees than last year. 

Volunteers provided games, face painting, a craft, drone flying and much more. We were also able to 

hand out free drinks and snacks courtesy of Wawa and Herr’s Foods. Armstrong Cable also supported 

both events with free advertising.  The OARA was been approved for a Dockstader Foundation Grant in 

the amount of $5,050. This money is being used to repair storm water damage to the wooded portion of 

our walking trail.  We have also received donations from Oxford Rotary Foundation and the Oxford 

Women’s Club in the amount of $300 from each.  If you know of any other community organization that 

is looking for a speaker, please let them know the OARA is available.  Unfortunately, several members 

have resigned, including Andy Marker of West Nottingham.  Please consider appointing a replacement 

as soon as possible.  We are preparing to install the first round of engraved bricks in the dog park 

vestibule.  We have already received several orders for bricks that will be part of a second-round brick 

order which will be placed once we have sold 50 bricks. We hope to have a grand re-opening event 

when the bricks are in.  Yoga in the park will run June through August on Sunday mornings.   We are 

also preparing for the Haunted Park and Hayride in October.  Please check the OARA Facebook page 

for a link to a new survey to help determine the areas of recreation our community would most like to 

see as we move to the future. We encourage everyone to let us know what they think.  

 

Oxford Region Planning Committee (ORPC):  Mr. Ross said the ORPC endorsed two ideas at the 

May meeting that grew out of the February “Connect the Dots” meeting: (1) an ORPC sponsored table 

at First Friday to provide information on stormwater and the water shed; and (2) an ORPC Stormwater 

Management webpage.  The first attended First Friday was June 7 and seemed to be very successful.  

They had an interactive enviro-scape display for kids to see what would happen when sediment gets in a 

stream. There was also a puzzle to see how the municipalities fit into the watershed.  The webpage will 

allow various organizations to post information and efforts and make it available to the public.  There 

are also links to educational websites.  Mrs. Bell said this should count for the education aspect of the 

MS4 and asked who was tracking all of it.  Mr. Ross said he’d like to see a volunteer committee who is 

passionate about this stuff come together and track it, but in the meantime, he is tracking it.  Mrs. Bell 

and Mrs. Miller thanked Mr. Ross and Mr. Winand for their efforts.  Mr. Ross gave a shout out to Mark 

Gallant for his work on all this. 

 

Mrs. Bell announced that other committee reports are available upon request. 

 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

 

Minutes from the May 14, 2019 Supervisors Meeting:  Mrs. Bell moved to approve the minutes from 

the May 14, 2019 supervisors meeting.  Mr. Winand seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSIONS 

 

No executive sessions were held since the last meeting. 
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OLD BUSINESS 

  

Conditional Approval of Freedom Fest Application:  Mrs. Miller noted that a letter had been received 

from the County requesting a waiver from the permit fee and cash bond for the Freedom Fest event.  

Mrs. Miller moved to waive the $250 permit fee and $25,000 cash bond, as requested by Chester 

County.  Mr. Winand seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Mrs. Miller moved to authorize Chester 

County to conduct a fireworks display on County property, approve the permit for the Freedom Fest 

event, and authorize John Reynolds the Emergency Management Coordinator (EMC) to issue the permit 

provided the following conditions are met:  1) Approval of the Certificate of Insurance by the Township 

Solicitor; and 2) Any and all conditions required by the township and the EMC are met to the satisfaction of the 

EMC.  Mr. Winand seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 
401a Retirement Plan:  It was noted that the Solicitor has reviewed six documents for the 401a retirement plan 

(employer contribution plan) and recommended minor changes to the resolution relative to the name of the plan 

and the Township. Mr. Winand moved to adopt the Governmental Volume Submitter Plan Adoption Agreement 

for the 401a retirement plan and authorize Tiffany Bell to sign the document on behalf of the township.  Mrs. Bell 

seconded the motion.  Mr. Winand and Mrs. Bell voted in favor of the motion; Mrs. Miller recused herself from 

the vote since she is also an employee of the Township.  Motion carried. 

 

Resolution 7-2019, Adoption of a Qualified Retirement Plan:  Mrs. Bell moved to adopt Resolution 7-2019, 

adoption of a qualified retirement plan and to authorize Tiffany Bell to sign the resolution on behalf of the 

township.  Mr. Winand seconded the motion.  Mr. Winand and Mrs. Bell voted in favor of the motion; Mrs. 

Miller recused herself from the vote since she is also an employee of the Township.  Motion carried. 

 

Salt Shed:  There was some discussion about the advertisement for the salt shed.  Mrs. Miller noted that 

we didn’t have any drawings of the proposed demolition and construction, but she was able to pull 

together a bid spec based on some estimates from contractors who looked at it last year.  She said the 

Zoning Officer sent an email which said we should have drawings or have the contractor who is 

awarded the bid provide drawings.  Mrs. Bell moved to add to the notice the requirement for the 

successful bidder to provide drawings, and to advertise the bid with a bid opening date of July 9, 2019.  

DISCUSSION:  There was additional discussion regarding the adding a completion date.  Mrs. Bell 

amended her motion to add a completion date of October 31, 2019.  Mr. Winand seconded the motion 

amending the original motion.  Motion carried. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Carey Bressler, Oxford Public Library:  Ms. Bressler thanked the Supervisors for the Township’s 

support of the Library.  She gave an overview of the events and services during the prior year and 

provided a sneak peek of the events scheduled for the summer.  She said they still have their community 

herb garden, and she encourage residents to take advantage of all the mint!  She reminded residents that 

library cards expire every 3-years, so if you have an expired card, please stop by the library and get a 

new one. 

 

Planning Commission Letter:  The Planning Commission recommended asking the Township to 

contact Herr Foods and ask them to amend their application to include any other properties.  Mrs. Miller 

said the township just received another application on June 3rd.  Mrs. Bell said Herr Foods is willing to 

consolidate the applications.  Mrs. Miller said that if the applicant withdraws the application that is 

already in progress, then the applicant has to pay for everything going forward if it is resubmitted.  
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There is a strict timeline and procedures that must take place in a certain order.  The time clock starts the 

day the certified letter is accepted by the township and we have to advertise.  Mrs. Miller said we may 

be able to have one hearing for both applications, but she would have to check the timeline for the first 

application.  She also that after the new application is advertised, there is a 15-day modification period 

in which someone could submit additional properties to the ASA.  She said she would be happy to write 

a letter to Herr’s but by the time it gets to them and they respond, the 15-day modification period would 

likely be over.  She said she wasn’t sure if modifications needed to be sent certified mail; she would 

have to look at the law.  She said at this point, the Board needs to acknowledge and advertise receipt of 

the newest advertisement since the clock started the day she signed for the certified letter. 

 

Herr Foods, Inc. Agricultural Security Area (ASA) Submission:  Mrs. Miller reported that another 

ASA application was received on June 3 from Herr Foods, Inc. for tax parcel 68-5-6 located at 165 Red Pump 

Road (162.1 acres).  Mrs. Bell moved to accept the ASA application from Herr Foods, Inc. and to publish 

the required notice in the Daily Local News.  Mr. Winand seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

Training for Police Personnel:  Chief McFadden requested approval for training in the Pennsylvania 

National Incident Based Reporting System, the monthly Uniform Crime Reporting to the PA State 

Police.  It will replace the National Reporting Base and UCR reporting.  The course will be held in 

Hershey on June 12-13 and there is no registration fee for the training.  All Chiefs of Police, 

Administrators and their Agency will need to be certified by NIBRS in the future. The costs associated 

with the training will be time and travel.  Mrs. Bell moved to ratify the decision to approve the request 

for Chief McFadden to attend the NIBRS training in Hershey.  Mr. Winand seconded the motion.  

Motion carried. 

 

U.S. Census Bureau, New Construction Program:  The Township received a letter from the U.S. 

Department of Commerce regarding the 2020 Census New Construction Program.  The Township has an 

option to participate in the program which would require the township to provide addresses for 

residential living quarters that were constructed after March 1, 2018.  Mrs. Miller suggested that since 

the County is updating the addresses for the 2020 census, and they receive all the building permits, it 

would make sense for them to provide the information.  The form allows you to designate a secondary 

agency.  However, because we don’t have apartments or high-density housing being constructed in the 

township, this might not be necessary.  Mrs. Miller moved to table the vote.  Mrs. Bell seconded it.  

Motion carried. 

 

Generator Service Contract Renewal:  Mr. Winand moved to renew the service contracts for the 

generators for 2-years at a cost of $450 each (a savings of $100).  Mrs. Bell seconded the motion.  

Motion carried. 

 

Debit Card/Special Expense Account:  Mrs. Miller said that towards the end of last  year, the 

Supervisors authorized her to apply for a credit card for the township.  Months after submitting the 

credit application, she was informed that she had been given an old application, and the township would 

have to complete an updated application.  Frustrated, she contacted Meridian Bank to see if they had a 

credit card, and the customer service representative (CSR) said they didn’t, but they did have a debit 

card.  After talking to her about what the township would be using the card for, the CSR suggested 

opening a checking account for special expenses with the debit card attached to that account.  The 

Supervisors would authorize transfers to the account, giving more control over expenditures but 

allowing online purchases or recurring payments such as the website, which is currently being paid for 
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by Mrs. Miller, to occur.  Mrs. Bell moved to authorize the Secretary to open a Special Expenses 

Checking Account, transfer $1000 into that account from the General Fund, and order debit cards for 

Candace Miller and Brian Bolt attached only to that account.  Mr. Winand seconded the motion.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Oxford Regional Emergency Management (OxREM):  Mrs. Miller reported that at the last OxREM 

meeting, the board voted 3-2 to invalidate the previous vote that established Hopewell School as the 

Regional Emergency Operations Center.  It was noted that the establishment of a Regional Emergency 

Operations Center was not in the bylaws, as previously stated at numerous meetings by representatives 

from other municipalities.  Further, the individuals who brought the issue to a vote were not voting 

delegates, so the vote should never have taken place.  OxREM was formed with the idea that it would 

help facilitate  training for municipalities, provide support to municipal EOCs during drills and real 

emergencies, and provide emergency preparedness information to area residents.  As leadership of the 

organization changed, training and support became less important.  Mrs. Miller said that it was her 

opinion that some of the individuals feel it is OxREM’s responsibility to dictate emergency management 

to the municipalities.  When OxREM was formed, the municipalities agreed to pay dues in the amount 

of $200 per year to OxREM.  In the past, funds were used to create a website for community outreach, 

purchase a tent and materials to hand out at community events, etc.  At some point in time, a majority of 

members of OxREM voted to stop paying for the website; John Reynolds took over payments and kept 

the website going on his own.  It was only recently, that OxREM decided to reimburse John and take 

over paying for the website.  Mrs. Miller said she’d like to open a discussion on OxREM and how the 

Board feels about bringing a motion to the OxREM board about disbanding.  She said that the meetings 

are often contentious, although they have been better under the current Chairman.  She said she has seen 

disrespectful and abhorrent behavior not only towards Mr. Reynolds, but toward herself.  She asked the 

Board Members their thoughts on whether the Township should leave OxREM or move to dissolve it.  

Mr. Winand and Mrs. Bell agreed that we have a cooperative relationship with the other municipalities 

and they didn’t think being part of OxREM was necessary.  Mrs. Bell said that if there is a regional 

emergency, what kind of behavior is going to come out then?  Mr. Reynolds said he didn’t have in 

confidence in the members of OxREM handling an emergency in the township if he were out of the 

area.  Mr. Winand said that comment speaks volumes.  Mrs. Miller explained that if OxREM is 

dissolved, the money is returned to the municipalities, minus any expenses that have been paid.  The 

other option is for the township to relinquish its membership from OxREM.  Mrs. Bell made a motion to 

authorize Mrs. Miller to make a motion at the next OxREM meeting to disband the organization, and if 

there aren’t enough votes to do that, then to relinquish the township’s membership with OxREM.  Mr. 

Winand seconded the motion.  DISCUSSION:  Mr. Reynolds said his only concern is that when it was 

originally started, intentions were good, and the group did a lot of good things.  He said he hates to lose 

that.  Mrs. Bell called for a vote.  Motion carried. 

 

Stoneyfield Hydrant Maintenance Agreement:  Mrs. Miller reported that last year, Diane Smith 

contacted me about the water line being installed for Stoneyfield and the possibility of a hydrant off that 

line.  She indicated at the time that they would pay for the installation and annual maintenance fee of the 

hydrant.  The agreement we recently got from her attorney states that they will pay for the first 3-years, 

but after that, the township will pay for it.  Mrs. Miller said she wanted to talk to the Solicitor about 

having the hydrant moved inside the mobile home park, so it isn’t in the township right of way, and then 

they become responsible for it since it is on private property.  She said we don’t need to do anything at 

this time, but she wanted the Board to be aware.  Mrs. Miller also announced that they opted to put the 

water line on the opposite side of the road instead of working with the township on a joint venture.  
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They have to cross several pipes, so they might have to do some storm water infrastructure work with 

that installation. 

 

Planning Commission:  Mr. Ross wanted to schedule a visit from John Goodall from the Brandywine 

Conservancy to discuss passive recreation in the township and the plans for some properties in the 

Agricultural Security Area.  He asked if the Supervisors would be available during a July, August, or 

September Planning Commission meeting.  It was agreed that he would try to get Mr. Goodall to attend 

the July Planning Commission meeting. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Mrs. Bell moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending April 

30, 2019.  Mr. Winand seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

Reconciliation Summary:  Mrs. Bell moved to approve the Reconciliation Summary for the General 

Fund checking account at Meridian Bank for the period ending April 30, 2019, subject to audit.  Mr. 

Winand seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 

Bank Statements:  Mr. Winand moved to accept the bank statements for the period ending May 31, 2019 and 

give them to the Secretary/Treasurer for reconciliation.  Mrs. Bell seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

General Fund Bills List:  Mr. Winand moved to approve the General Fund bills list for the period to 

May 15 to June 11, 2019, subject to audit.  Mrs. Bell seconded the motion.  Mr. Winand and Mrs. Bell 

voted in favor of the motion.  Mrs. Miller recused herself from the vote because there was a 

reimbursement check for her in the bills list.  Motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

There was a question about what roads were skin patched and what was going to be paved.  A resident 

wanted to know why Fremont Road was skin patched before paving.  Mrs. Miller said she didn’t know 

but she would ask. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Mrs. Bell moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:14 p.m.  Mrs. Miller seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Candace Miller 

Secretary/Treasurer 


